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I am writing to express Publix Super Markets, Inc’s strong support for the proposed partial exemption of
UglyRipe tomatoes from the shape requirements of the federal marketing order covering tomatoes grown
in Florida (Marketing Order No. 966).

As a Florida based company who works hard to promote Florida products we have always believed that
these great tomatoes should be available to all of our customers in our 5 operating states. There is a
proven consumer demand for the UglyRipe tomato based in large part on its rich, “homegrown” flavor.
But the shape restrictions of the current marketing order make it almost impossible to ship enough of the
product to meet our customers’ needs. As a simple matter of consumer choice, it is our belief that the
UglyRipe should be available year-round.

We strongly encourage AMS to implement the proposed rule partially exempting UglyRipe tomatoes
from the shape restrictions of the federal marketing order. Allowing this Florida product to be shipped
out of our state year-round is ultimately good for all involved from farm to fork.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.
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